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Developing a new product or brand name for an international client? Mother Tongue’s Naming 
Audit service can ensure your final choice really speaks to the target audience, while avoiding 
costly slip-ups around the world. 
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Our Naming Audit provides on-the-ground insight on the suitability of your proposals. As well as 
checking the names are not already in use, and will not cause offence or confusion, our team of 
market-based strategists and creatives advise on whether they will resonate locally and exactly 
what message they will send. We also consider the competitive landscape in that part of the world, 
how other brands are positioned, and what the latest trends in naming are. Whether you are at 
the discovery stage or have a finalized shortlist, our local insight ensures your team and client can 
make informed decisions as to what will really get their message across. 
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Complete: A local strategist and creative provide a detailed report on the suitability of the names, 
looking at language, culture, target audience, sector and brief. They give an overview of the 
competitive landscape, brand perception and naming insight, call out any red flags, and provide 
an audio recording of the names with local pronunciation.

Standard: An in-market strategist or creative assess the suitability of the names, focusing on 
language, culture, target audience, sector and brief. They highlight any sensitivities, and provide 
an audio recording of the names with local pronunciation.

Basic: An in-market strategist or creative works independently to call out any linguistic or cultural red 
flags. 

You can see the complete list of questions covered by each of these three services at the end of 
this document. To jump to the right section, click on the relevant name above.

Choose the level of insight that’s right for you
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Levels of insight
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Rates

What does the feedback cover? Cost for up to 4 names per 
language/market (GBP/USD)

Cost per additional name per 
language/market (GBP/USD) Standard timing

Complete

Linguistic and cultural issues, whether it meets the 
brief, similar names, relevance, associations, easy 
to remember, target audience, audio recordings, 
competitor review, brand perception, trends.

£1165/$1600 £50 / $70 5 working days

Standard

Linguistic and cultural issues, whether it meets the 
brief, similar names, relevance, associations, easy 
to remember, target audience, audio recordings.

£560/$750 £50 / $70 4 working days

Basic

Linguistic and cultural issues. £140/$200 £25 / $35 2 working days 

The timings in the table above apply regardless of the number of markets required. However, we will confirm the exact delivery time for each project, once we have 
reviewed the scope and requirements.
Rush options are available if needed.     
The cost typically includes review of up to 4 names. For larger projects, there is an additional cost per name detailed in the table above.  
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The report

A polished report for each market and an executive summary, showing you the key findings across all 
markets at a glance. For the Complete and Standard services, you also receive audio files with recordings of 
the names in the local language.

What you get back
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Language
-  Does the name have any positive or negative linguistic 

associations, which may affect its use (e.g. does it 
sound like another word)? 

-  Is there any difficulty with pronunciation  
or spelling?

Culture
-  Does the name have any positive or negative cultural 

associations, which may affect its use?

Brief
-  Does the name successfully convey the requirements 

defined in the brief? 

Similar names
-  Are there any other brand names that are the same or 

sound similar to the proposed name, or which could 
cause confusion with the proposed name?

Relevance
-  Does this name have any relevance to the category in 

which it will operate?

Associations
-  What associations might the target audience  

make with this name?
- Is this name easy to remember?

Complete
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Complete

Target audience
-   In this name appropriate for the target audience in this 

market?

Audio
-   We will provide a recording of the name spoken aloud 

by a native of the target market.

Competitor review
-  Who are the three main competitors in this market? 

And who is leading in the category and why?
-  What is the positioning of each of these 3 competitors 

with reference to their naming. 
-  Are there any other competitors doing anything 

noteworthy in terms of naming?

Brand perception
-  If it already exists, what is the brand’s image? 

(strengths and weaknesses, opportunities and threats)
-  If it already exists, what is the brand’s positioning?
-  If it already exists, what differentiates the brand from its 

competitors?

Insights
-  What are the norms and trends in terms of naming in 

this market?
-  Are there any other key naming learnings? (e.g. 

examples of names that didn’t work well in a particular 
market/industry)

For the Complete service, the report will be  
up to 2,500 words per language/market for  
up to 4 names. The length of the report will be  
longer if there are more names audited. 
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Standard

Language
-  Does the name have any positive or negative linguistic 

associations, which may affect its use (e.g. does it 
sound like another word)? 

-  Is there any difficulty with pronunciation or spelling?

Culture
-  Does the name have any positive or negative cultural 

associations, which may affect its use?      

Brief
-  Does the name successfully convey the requirements 

defined in the brief? 

Similar names
-  Are there any other brand names that are the same or 

sound similar to the proposed name, or which could 
cause confusion with the proposed name?

Relevance
-  Does this name have any relevance to the category in 

which it will operate?

Associations
-  What associations might the target audience  

make with this name?
- Is this name easy to remember?
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Target audience
-   In this name appropriate for the target audience in this 

market?

Audio
-   We will provide a recording of the name spoken aloud 

by a native of the target market.

For the Standard service, the report will be  
up to 1,500 words per language/market for  
up to 4 names. The length of the report will be  
longer if there are more names audited.

Standard
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Language
-  Does the name have any positive or negative linguistic 

associations, which may affect its use (e.g. does it 
sound like another word)? 

-  Is there any difficulty with pronunciation  
or spelling?

Culture
-  Does the name have any positive or negative cultural 

associations, which may affect its use?           
      
For the Basic service, the report will be up to 500 words 
per language/market for up to 4 names. The length of 
the report will be longer if there are more names audited.

Basic
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